
From: Grizzle, Betty
To: Stuart, James N., DGF
Subject: Re: Public comment re wolverine in NM
Date: Wednesday, January 11, 2017 11:14:38 AM
Attachments: Nelson Public Comment re wolverine in NM_Nov 2016.pdf

Jim - Another public comment for sighting in Pecos Wilderness Area in 2005...see attached
(says info was forwarded on to your agency).

On Tue, Jan 10, 2017 at 3:39 PM, Grizzle, Betty <betty_grizzle@fws.gov> wrote:
Very difficult to verify without photograph. Let me know if your agency receives any
additional information about this sighting.

On Tue, Jan 10, 2017 at 3:34 PM, Stuart, James N., DGF <james.stuart@state.nm.us>
wrote:

Thank you!  I guess I would call this one “indeterminate.”

 

 

Thanks,

Jim

James N. Stuart

Non-game Mammals

NM Dept. of Game & Fish

POB 25112, Santa Fe, NM 87504

(505) 476-8107

james.stuart@state.nm.us

Conserving New Mexico’s Wildlife for Future Generations

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments is for the sole use of the intended recipient[s]
and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, copying, disclosure
or distribution is prohibited, unless specifically provided under the New Mexico Inspection of Public Records
Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender at once and destroy all copies of this
message.
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General Comment


Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Peggy Nelson. I have lived in Taos County, 
New Mexico for the last 43 years, and in California before that. While I am an attorney by 
training, and a retired District Court Judge, by passion and avocation I am a naturalist - hiker, 
backpacker, observer of our wild lands and animals. In part, I grew up following my geologist 
father during the summer time in the high desert mountains of California, and east slope of the 
Sierra Nevada. I learned to identify plants and animals, observe behavior, and keep track of 
what I have come to know. I currently live in a small community north of Taos, New Mexico, 
and regularly have deer, elk, turkeys, bobcats, coyotes and bears visit my property. Bird life is 
abundant and I keep track of the migratory comings and goings of many local birds. I have no 
formal training in wildlife biology or identification, but consider myself well versed in my 
surroundings.


During the 4th of July weekend of 2005, I was backpacking with three friends up the east fork 
of the Santa Barbara River of the Pecos Wilderness Area, in southern Taos County. We camped 
at the north side of a high, marshy meadow, which was flanked on the south by a skree slope 
leading up to a higher ridge, and ultimately Jicarrita Peak. Our camp was at about 10,000'. After 







a leisurely breakfast, at about 9:00 or so, we all noticed a creature running back and forth across 
the scree slope. I got out my binoculars - as we all did - and we watched the comings and 
goings of an animal that seemed strange to us. At first I thought it was a bear cub, given the 
size, but it wasn't shaped like a bear (and I see lots of bears), and didn't move like a bear. I also 
wasn't sure what the size of a "this year's" cub would be in early July. We then speculated that it 
might be a badger, because we could discern a stripe down the side of the animal. But, having 
seen a badger a few years before, I knew that a badger would have been lower to the ground, 
and would have had more distinct markings on its side and face. This animal had longer legs, a 
dark face and a more muted stripe on its side and face. We left, wondering what we had seen.


When I returned home, I pulled out my reference book on North American Mammals, and 
immediately suspected we had seen a wolverine. About a month later, at a conference in Estes 
Park, CO, I saw a stuffed wolverine, and knew immediately that that was the animal we had 
seen. The size, shape and markings were consistent with what I had seen. My friends later 
confirmed their belief that we had witnessed a wolverine as well, after we all consulted all 
sources we had available to us. I believe that the thought of actually seeing a wolverine never 
crossed my mind because it was extirpated in the Sangre de Cristos and other areas long ago. 
But, there is absolutely no question in my mind that the animal was there, and we had seen it.


Shortly thereafter, we reported our sighting to a retired New Mexico Game and Fish 
Department wildlife biologist, who forwarded all the information to the NMGFD.


I would be happy to provide more specific information to the FWS if desired, or needed. There 
is no question in my mind that among the other wonders out there are wolverines in New 
Mexico.


Habitat for wolverines, and other snow dependent creatures is diminishing and all protection 
should be given to these animals and the habitat they need for survival.







From: Grizzle, Betty [mailto:betty_grizzle@fws.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2017 4:25 PM
To: Stuart, James N., DGF
Subject: Public comment re wolverine in NM

 

Hi Jim - Here is the public comment submitted (this is also at regulations.gov - see
information on first page for assigned document number).

Betty

 

--

 

Betty J. Grizzle, D.Env.

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office

2177 Salk Ave, Suite 250

Carlsbad, CA  92008

760-431-9440, ext. 215

760-431-5901 fax

-- 

Betty J. Grizzle, D.Env.
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
2177 Salk Ave, Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA  92008
760-431-9440, ext. 215
760-431-5901 fax

-- 
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Betty J. Grizzle, D.Env.
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
2177 Salk Ave, Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA  92008
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760-431-5901 fax
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General Comment

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Peggy Nelson. I have lived in Taos County, 
New Mexico for the last 43 years, and in California before that. While I am an attorney by 
training, and a retired District Court Judge, by passion and avocation I am a naturalist - hiker, 
backpacker, observer of our wild lands and animals. In part, I grew up following my geologist 
father during the summer time in the high desert mountains of California, and east slope of the 
Sierra Nevada. I learned to identify plants and animals, observe behavior, and keep track of 
what I have come to know. I currently live in a small community north of Taos, New Mexico, 
and regularly have deer, elk, turkeys, bobcats, coyotes and bears visit my property. Bird life is 
abundant and I keep track of the migratory comings and goings of many local birds. I have no 
formal training in wildlife biology or identification, but consider myself well versed in my 
surroundings.

During the 4th of July weekend of 2005, I was backpacking with three friends up the east fork 
of the Santa Barbara River of the Pecos Wilderness Area, in southern Taos County. We camped 
at the north side of a high, marshy meadow, which was flanked on the south by a skree slope 
leading up to a higher ridge, and ultimately Jicarrita Peak. Our camp was at about 10,000'. After 



a leisurely breakfast, at about 9:00 or so, we all noticed a creature running back and forth across 
the scree slope. I got out my binoculars - as we all did - and we watched the comings and 
goings of an animal that seemed strange to us. At first I thought it was a bear cub, given the 
size, but it wasn't shaped like a bear (and I see lots of bears), and didn't move like a bear. I also 
wasn't sure what the size of a "this year's" cub would be in early July. We then speculated that it 
might be a badger, because we could discern a stripe down the side of the animal. But, having 
seen a badger a few years before, I knew that a badger would have been lower to the ground, 
and would have had more distinct markings on its side and face. This animal had longer legs, a 
dark face and a more muted stripe on its side and face. We left, wondering what we had seen.

When I returned home, I pulled out my reference book on North American Mammals, and 
immediately suspected we had seen a wolverine. About a month later, at a conference in Estes 
Park, CO, I saw a stuffed wolverine, and knew immediately that that was the animal we had 
seen. The size, shape and markings were consistent with what I had seen. My friends later 
confirmed their belief that we had witnessed a wolverine as well, after we all consulted all 
sources we had available to us. I believe that the thought of actually seeing a wolverine never 
crossed my mind because it was extirpated in the Sangre de Cristos and other areas long ago. 
But, there is absolutely no question in my mind that the animal was there, and we had seen it.

Shortly thereafter, we reported our sighting to a retired New Mexico Game and Fish 
Department wildlife biologist, who forwarded all the information to the NMGFD.

I would be happy to provide more specific information to the FWS if desired, or needed. There 
is no question in my mind that among the other wonders out there are wolverines in New 
Mexico.

Habitat for wolverines, and other snow dependent creatures is diminishing and all protection 
should be given to these animals and the habitat they need for survival.
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